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• Washington Maritime Blue, a 
maritime cluster organization, 
along with partners in Federal 
Government, PNNL, and DNV-
GL hosted the Blue Forum 
Workshop in Seattle on October 
29, 2019

• This workshop provided an 
opportunity for the maritime 
industry and R&D institutions to 
come together with federal 
organizations to identify 
maritime energy needs for 
decarbonization and cross 
agency/industry collaboration 
opportunities.

Blue Forum: R&D Pathways for Maritime Energy 
Solutions
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Three Themes for the Workshop

Part I: Current Approaches to R&D 
from Industry, Agencies, and Labs

Part II: R&D to Implementation: 
Models, Examples and Gaps

Part III: Organizing for Success: 
Clusters, Collaborations & 

“Coopetition”
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• Over 160 people attended
• Real time survey data on ten questions collected during the event using Poll Everywhere:

Workshop Overview

Q1 What is your primary affiliation?

Q2
Do you think the federal government is currently doing enough support 
maritime energy R&D and technology commercialization?

Q3
What do you believe to be the role of Federal government in researching, 
developing, or otherwise supporting maritime energy technologies?

Q4

There are several different Federal entities supporting R&D for maritime 
energy (US Navy, Department of Energy, or Maritime Administration, etc.) 
How familiar are you with maritime energy related R&D projects within these 
agencies?

Q5
How important is staying aware of the latest maritime technology R&D to the 
success of your organization?

Q6
In conducting R&D and building new capabilities within your organization, 
what stakeholders do you typically work with? (Select all that apply)

Q7
What are the most important resources that you look for in partners when 
collaborating on R&D? (Select all that apply)

Q8
Are you able and interested in working with other organizations to conduct 
maritime energy related R&D?
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Demographic Subset
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Perceived Government Involvement

Do you think the federal government is currently doing enough to support 
maritime energy R&D and technology commercialization?
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Familiarity with Gov’t Maritime R&D

There are several different Federal entities supporting R&D for maritime 
energy (US Navy, Department of Energy, or Maritime Administration, etc.) 
How familiar are you with maritime energy related R&D projects within 
these agencies?
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ERM Priorities for Fed and PNW
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Suggested R&D from those Familiar with Fed
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Suggested R&D from those Unfamiliar with Fed
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Partnership
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Suggested Missing ERMs
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Suggested Emission Reduction Categorization
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• Need to do better job collecting demographic data before the workshop
• Ask participants to self-report their level of familiarity with maritime energy tech
• Need to space out ERM prioritization questions to reduce bias in results (Fed 

rankings may have influenced regional priorities)

Lessons Learned and Next Steps

LESSONS  LEARNED

NEXT STEPS

• Refine emission reduction list and finalize grouping method
• Positive feedback on the workshop, intent is to replicate it across multiple regions 

of the US to better understand regional maritime R&D interests
• Identify relevant maritime conferences in the next 12 months in regions of interest
• Initiate conversations with regional stakeholders to partner with

Questions or comments, please contact David Hume at david.hume@pnnl.gov


