
                                                             
       

Washington Maritime Blue, 5G Open Innovation Lab—in Partnership with 
Avanade and Amdocs—Publish Private 5G Network Feasibility Study for Port and 

Maritime Operations 
                    Research identifies the potential business benefits and enterprise scenarios that 

private 5G wireless networks can enable  
      

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON (January 27, 2022) -- Washington Maritime Blue and 5G Open Innovation Lab 
(5G OI Lab) in collaboration with two of its founding partners, Avanade and Amdocs, have published the 

findings and recommendations from the Tacoma Tideflats 5G Network Feasibility Study. The study 
highlights how a private 5G network would enable the Tideflats to accelerate current and future 

technology innovation and establish global leadership in the maritime industry. It also lays the foundations 

for the Tacoma Tideflats to build and launch a private enterprise 5G network before the end of 2022. 
 

Maritime Blue is a Build Back Better Regional Challenge award finalist and will dedicate funding from this 
recognition to make the Tacoma Tideflats one of the first commercial ports in the United States to 

establish itself as an innovation and sustainability trailblazer fueling a growing maritime economy and 
blueprint for other ports around the world.  

 

Fewer than ten ports around the world currently offer the speed, stability, security, and scalability of a 
private 5G network. The Tacoma Tideflats covers more than 5,000 acres and is the base of port and 

terminal operations, industrial and manufacturing hubs and a critical marine ecosystem.   
 

“The implementation of a private 5G network would establish the infrastructure for those working in the 

Tideflats today to utilize the technology they’re envisioning for the next decade and beyond,” said Joshua 
Berger, Founder and CEO of Washington Maritime Blue. “We will create an ecosystem like no other in the 

world to attract innovators building the technology of the future. This is an essential next step to maintain 
and support the growth of the maritime industry and blue economy.”  

 

Avanade conducted a series of interviews and workshops that uncovered specific use-cases in 
collaboration with key stakeholders to identify the business value and technology pathway to build and 

use a private 5G network across the Tideflats. International ports are expected to implement private 5G 
wireless networks to modernize their operations. The scenarios identified by Avanade highlight the 

potential for the Tideflats to be a global leader in advancing port operations, advanced manufacturing, 

and environmental services.   
 

     Four key themes emerged from the feasibility study: 
 

● Orchestration and Efficiency: Working together in new ways (enabled by data and technology) 

to create efficiency and transparency across the Tideflats, offering an end-to-end view of the 
supply chain. 

 

● Infrastructure Modernization: Improve the physical and virtual infrastructure including where 

equipment is moved and stored, traffic management, connectivity dead zones, siloed data, 
manual processes and cybersecurity. 

 

● Improving Safety: Concerns for worker and community safety and the desire to consider new 
ways of operating to prioritize safety. 

https://maritimeblue.org/
https://5goilab.com/
http://www.avanade.com/
https://maritimeblue.org/build-back-blue/


 
● Enabling a Sustainable Future: Put ecological and community health at the forefront of Tacoma 

Tideflats operations, technologies, and processes. 

 
“Technology, and the smart use of it, is essential for our complex ecosystem to meet the demands of  

today while creating a vital platform of innovation for the future ,” said Jim Brisimitzis, Founder and 
General Partner of 5G Open Innovation Lab. “The use-case-first approach we took with the study will help 

the Tacoma Tideflats ecosystem with its digital transformation goals today and well into the future. This 

feasibility study is a visionary playbook the Tideflats ecosystem can now leverage to thoughtfully develop 
plans and investments. We are proud and excited to have the opportunity to partner with Maritime Blue 

and our 5G OI Lab partners on this project and look forward to helping make the vision for the Tideflats a 
reality.” 

 

5G Open Innovation Lab partners also collaborated on the feasibility study, lending its global perspectives 
and best practices. The study was produced by Avanade and Amdocs, in partnership with: 

● City of Tacoma 

● Washington State Department of Commerce  

● Impact Washington 

● Business Finland 

● Tacoma Public Utilities 

● Husky Terminal & Stevedoring 
 

“We are pleased to be part of this collaborative effort showcasing Tacoma’s ‘can do’ attitude,” said Jeff 
Robinson, Director of Community and Economic Development for the City of Tacoma. “This project can 

help solve real business challenges through access to emerging technology across the Tideflats and will 

identify Tacoma as a destination for those looking to develop technologies in support of sustainable 
maritime and related industries.” 

 

Maritime Blue and the 5G OI Lab are now preparing to further engage with coalition partners to pilot a 

private 5G network. The move highlights the technology’s potential to constituents by creating a network 

proof-of-concept zone and testing a subset of key use cases that benefit a broader group. Building out 

dense coverage enables early adoption and pilot use cases for partners such as Husky Terminal and 

allows a broader set of stakeholders to see value in the network for their own operations. It will  also 

generate vast data sets that could be used to inform shared data solutions.  

      

“Husky has been a committed partner throughout the process and is ready to make investments for 

building out key business use cases that reside on top of a private network recommended in the feasibility 

study,” said Dustin Stoker, President of Husky Terminal and Stevedoring, LLC.      

 
Through knowledge sharing, collaborative project development, and enabling an ecosystem for 

innovation, the Tacoma Tideflats will collectively realize a shared vision for a sustainable and equitable 

economy and port community. The feasibility study is now a key driver to secure funding for 
implementation from industrial partners, federal and state government.  

 
You can learn more about the study and the findings here. Stay up to date on Maritime Blue news on 

LinkedIn and Twitter. 
 

About Washington Maritime Blue  

 
Washington Maritime Blue is a non-profit, strategic alliance formed to accelerate innovation and 

sustainability in support of an inclusive blue economy. With a mission to implement Washington State’s 
Strategy for the Blue Economy delivered by Governor Jay Inslee’s Maritime Innovation Advisory Council, 

we are a partnership between industry, public sector, research & training institutions, and community 

organizations. Maritime Blue works to create a world-class, thriving, equitable and sustainable maritime 

https://maritimeblue.org/joint-innovation-projects/5g-feasibility-study
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wamaritimeblue/
https://twitter.com/maritime_blue


and ocean industry through knowledge sharing, joint innovation, entrepreneurship, commercialization, 
business and workforce development. Learn more at https://maritimeblue.org/  

 
About 5G Open Innovation Lab 

 

The 5G Open Innovation Lab is a new model software development ecosystem operating at the 
intersection of innovative startups, technology platforms and industry leaders building what’s next.  The 

Lab is backed by trusted relationships with technology leaders including T-Mobile, Intel, Microsoft, 
Accenture, Avanade, Amdocs, Dell, VMware, F5 Networks, Spirent, Ericsson and more, who actively 

collaborate with our startups on a wide range of technology product development and go-to-market 

initiatives. Partnerships with leading public sector entities and influential investors round out our unique 
ecosystem to provide the greatest opportunities for success. 

 
About Avanade 

 

Avanade is the leading provider of innovative digital and cloud services, business solutions and design-
led experiences on the Microsoft ecosystem. Our professionals bring bold, fresh thinking combined with 

technology, business and industry expertise to help make a genuine human impact on our clients, their 
customers and their employees. We are the power behind the Accenture Microsoft Business Group, 

helping companies to engage customers, empower employees, optimize operations and transform 
products, leveraging the Microsoft platform. Avanade has 56,000 professionals in 26 countries, bringing 

clients our best thinking through a collaborative culture that honors diversity and reflects the communities 

in which we operate. Majority owned by Accenture, Avanade was founded in 2000 by Accenture LLP and 
Microsoft Corporation. 

 
Media Contact: Eric Schudiske (eric@s2spr.com) 
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